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By Bob Stevens

A Hat In The Anti-Red Ring

The Viligante, a four page anti-Communist paper published
by Al Canwell and Ashley Holden of Spokane, recently pulled
Senator Warren Magnuson into the critical “Red Spotlight.”
This net so slightly right publication found Magnuson guilty by
association of many assorted political misdemeanors. The deadly
associations: his Senate votes on various issues during his polit-
ical career. .

Qualifying their claims with such sources as HUAC, The Vig-
ilante cited Magnuson as a direct supporter of Communist Front
organizations.

To begin with, there are many of us who would question
the validity of any claims made by the House on Un-American
Activities Committee, but, leaving this open for further dispute,
let us examine the possible motives behind this dirt-slinging
campaign.

There is little question as to the purpose of such statements.
They are strictly for the perpetuation of someone’s political
ends. The Vigilante demands that in the future we select “a
person who has never been infatuated with and involved in the
propaganda fronts of the Comunist Party.” This would suggest
that possibly they have just the man for the job.

After a thorough smear campaign has spent itself blacken-
ing present political leaders, this process of elimination will
leave no one fit for election with the exception of Vigilante
supporters themselves.

Without elaborating any further on this subject, we will
predict that Freedom Fighter president, John B. Ghiglieri or
some other of Canwell’s friends will find himself firmly plant-
ed in the forthcoming senatorial race.

In recent issues, The Easterner’s editorial pages have ex-
pounded a strictly anti-anti platform. It would appear to some
that our chief goal is that of destroying the far right, with no
regard for the Communists themselves. This is not the case.

Although we are violently opposed to such groups as “The
Spokane Freedom Fighters Inc.”, we do not harbor such heated
feelings toward other anti-Communist movements which employ
more rational and intelligent tactics.

Communism is indeed a great threat to our way of life. In
the past few years the threat has grown increasingly more evi-
dent and it must be stopped.

We must concede that the chief aims of All anti-Commu-
nist movements receive our hearty condonement. It is only the
extreme, irrational and premature tactics employed by many
of them that cause us to criticize their actions.

The anti-Communist movement has become a very popular
one. But, consequently, many patriotic Americans have been
" taken in and exploited by leaders with other and less honorable
intentions. Through witch-hunter tactics, these people have dam-
aged the lives of many innocent people. This is a high price to
pay in order to force a few ‘“‘com-symps” into temporary sub-
mission. Furthermore, when the fight against Communism be-
comes a political platform rather than a basic American obli-
gation, then some concern arises.

It is our hope that the American people will continue to op-
pose the Communists and all that they stand for, but in a man-
ner more becoming of a free democracy than of a Fascist dic-
tatorship or a police state.—Stevens

Take Care Dr Beware

A step from the curb may mean your life.

Eastern’s traffic problem has increased to the point where
serious injury or even a fatality is more of a probability than a
possibility. Screeching of tires and low flying cars have put an
extra beat in the hearts of many pedestrians lately and several
have narrowly missed being hit. Unfortunately, the odds can’t
hold out.

Speeding in front of the Student Union building has drawn
the most complaint. Being one of the busiest spots on campus,
it poses one of the biggest dangers.

The five-way stop by Louise Anderson hall has been the site
of one accident this year. and is the most likely place
for another. Students who always cross outside of the cross-
walks may literally need nine lives.

Last week, the increase of the problem sent to AS Council
members to Cheney City council in search of a solution. Cheney
officials promised increased control and will take steps to alev-
iate the problem since some immature Eastern drivers have
shown that they need patrolling.

For their own sake; students have been asked to keep within
marked crosswalks. With people crossing every which way,
aven a good driver finds it difficult to dodge them.—Vivian Plew.

PAGE TWO

SOUNDING BOARD

Dear Editor,

In the last few weeks I have
tried to read through the edi-
torial page of the Easterner
and because I have managed,
somehow, to read through it I
am now an expert on a con-
glomeration of generalities,
anxieties, and just plain diarr-
hea of pen and mouth.

I am as concerned about the
John Birchers, Freedom Fight-
ers, Extremists of wvarious
kinds, and just plain old Com-
munists as are all good solid
American. For a change of
pace maybe someone should
write why it's great to be an
American. Why we ds a free
and democratic nation will suc-
ceed in the end. I say let’s be
positive Americans first and

' then go from there, but not at

a ‘“radical” rate of speed.

Let’s take all these, not so
good writers, and find out how
many have read the Commu-
nist Manifesto (and understand
it), how many have researched
thoroughly every anxiety they
have written about. I may miss
my guess (although I doubt it),
that these “flag wavers” are
probably less informed than
some of the readers who try
and make sense out of their
fable telling stories and boring
attempts to be the image of
Americanism.

If factual informing is what
these ‘‘writers” want. then
maybe the paper and school
should run more articles and
more lectures, both for and
against, all these anti-American
philosophies and organizations.
Written and spoken by people
who have read, researched, and
understood all these things
that semed to bring these trau-
matic articles to the Eastern-
er’s editorial page.

Most of the articles I have
read either condemn someone
who is condemning something
else, or the uninformed were
informing the uninformed and
if this last statement is con-
fusing so are most of the
articles.

Fred Erickson
Freshman E. W. S. C.

LITTLE MAN ON CAMPUS
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" —IN CONCLUSION, WE LOOK WITH HOPE AND COURPGE TO
TOMORROW WHEN WE BEGIN TO PLANT OUR ROOTS AND TO TAKE
QUR PLACE IN OUR COMMLINI — COMMU —COM — - ¥

Dear Sirs:
Enclosed please find check

for one dollar ($1.00). Please
send me as many copies as I
can receive for this amount,
for your April 25 issue of “The
Llasterner.” I am particularly
interested in the article ‘The
Fight For Freedom” by Mike
Leban. Articles such as this
by our youth are most encour-
aging.
Thank you,
Sincerely,

Mrs. Earl Louganecher
Democratic State Committee
Women, Okanogan County,
Tonasket, Washington

P. S. How much would a 6
months subscription to your
paper cost? E L

To Creative Arts Division

The Associated Women Stu-
dent Council would like to con-
gratulate you on your out-
standing presentation of ‘“Car-
ousel.” Such a professional per-
formance as this certainly adds
to the prestige of our school.
We are truly proud of our fel-
low students.

Signed,
Susan Keller
A.W. S. President

Vi71717171717171717)717)717)2171717.1717171 7177171717171 717141 7171714171717} 71 217171717 1717)4)7

We at THE EASTERNER would like to extend our utmost
thanks and congratulations to the cast of ““Carousel” for a job
well done. The warm reception given to the show is one of the
highest compliments which can be paid to our school. The
magnificent performances given by all of those who participated,
helped to make this event one of the most significant high-
lights of this college year. Tt ¥
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The Dragon Slayers

THE EASTERNER
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