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Editor’s note:

The one about Aladdin’s and
Thomas Hammer

Eric Long | editor-in-chief

E

WU is preparing for a huge renovation of the PUB and not only
is it costing students, it’s costing some people their businesses.
Aladdin’s and Thomas Hammer will be closing in May for construction in June on the PUB.
Twenty years is a long time, and both of these businesses have
been at EWU for over that time. Both will surely be missed by the
students they have served over the years.
With these two vendors leaving, questions are raised about how
and why this is happening and whether or not these business will
be back after the renovations.
Readers can find out more about why this is happening to these
businesses and if there is a chance for them to reopen in Sam
Deal’s article on page 4.
Also in this issue:
Read about the success of President Mary Cullinan’s Inspire
Awesome campaign on page 6.
The ASEWU headed to Olympia for Lobby Day to gain support
for EWU. Read more on page 5.
EWU football head coach Beau Baldwin announced the
hiring of a new quarterback’s coach and passing game coordinator, page 17.

For additional information please contact our advertising department at:
Eastern Washington University Email: advertising@ewu.edu Phone: (509) 359-7010
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- Full service quality dentistry
- Friendly, caring atmosphere
- Prompt emergency care

Corrections for Issue 17

- Convenient hours

A caption on page 14 misspelled “Huskey” in the Husky Classic.

- Senior discounts

The tennis photo on page 13 was incorrectly attributed to Melanie Flint.
The photographer was actually Karissa Berg.
The article about the blood drive listed the date as Feb.13, when the
event took place on Feb. 12.

- Botox treatments
- Preferred
provider for
most insurance

625 B Street, Cheney
509-235-6137
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News

Outside vendors evicted from PUB
By Sam Deal | opinion editor

Alaa Eidin Aarmer making Gyros at Aladdin’s Egyptian Food | Photo by Karissa Berg

N

ew retail locations were always
a known component of the PUB
remodel, but the removal of current
vendors is a new aspect of the two-year project beginning in June.
Thomas Hammer and Aladdin’s
Egyptian Food will cease operations on May
31, EWU stated in a press release on Jan.
26. “In preparation for clearing out the PUB
this summer, the university has notified
outside food and service vendors that their
spaces will not be available after May 31 in
order to begin the renovation.’’
Fixtures of the PUB for over 20 years,
both vendors have been left with no guarantee of returning to EWU after their ousting
in May. The university statement continued,
“This [removal] is consistent with the provisions of the agreements the university has
with them. We are engaged in continuing
conversations with these vendors to assess
their needs as this transition develops.”
The agreements the university has
with each location were confirmed by
EWU Director of Records Management
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Roxanne Dempsey. “The University does
not have any negotiated contracts between
Aladin’s Egyptian Food and/or with
Thomas Hammer Coffee,” she said. “These
two vendors made arrangements as daily
rentals many years ago, and there are not
written leases. The vendors pay a daily
rate to the Pence Union Building,” said
Dempsey via email.
EWU PUB remodel Predesign,
finalized 2014, states “Thomas Hammer/
Aladdin: These are both venues run by
outside vendors and will be addressed
during the design of the renovated facility.”
Repeated attempts from Aladdin’s
owner, Alaa Eldin Aarmer, and The
Easterner to contact EWU of Business
and Finance, specifically Mary Voves who
currently oversees Auxiliary and Business
Services at EWU, went unanswered.
On Jan. 15, while both vendors were
closed, the university delivered letters
signed Jan. 13 notifying them of their
evictions. The letters were not received by
either location until Jan. 18.

Thomas Hammer employee serving a customer coffee | Photo by Karissa Berg
“It was awkward, because I [didn’t] know
who to talk to. I knew the letter was real
but I didn’t know what to do next,” Thomas
Hammer manager Allison Grimes said.
Janet Williams, vice president of Thomas
Hammer, scheduled a meeting with the
university on Feb. 23 to discuss entering
a request for proposal (RFP) in order to
maintain a presence at EWU. The meeting
was recently postponed until March 22.
“No decisions have been made on the
two or three vendor locations in the new
PUB,” EWU Assistant Director of Dining
services Paul Kile said.
Williams was also told that no RFPs
would be made until the actual construction
documentation phase is complete. Kile
confirmed this as well.
However, in “Updates on the PUB
remodel” by Erin Rebar for The Easterner,
Director of Dining services Dave McKay
stated that a “National Asian food concept
on the first floor of the PUB” would replace
Swoops. But McKay could not disclose the
specific vendor at that time.

“There are options for several other
‘retail locations.’ What services will end up
in these locations from banking to coffee
has not been determined as far as I know,”
McKay said via email earlier this week.
“I’ve asked, believe me, ‘Can you please
just tell me what is going to be [put in]
here,’” Senior Project Manager Troy Bester
said. Bester is preparing to submit the
design for bid in preparation for the twoyear renovation.
A petition to keep each location was
started by EWU student Angela Davis on
Feb. 22. It is currently posted at Aladdin’s
food stand.
“We have a really good product and
people out here know it,” Grimes said. “I
just love it here, I love our little stand.”

What do you think about
Thomas Hammer and Aladdin’s
possibly not returning? Write us
at easterner.opinion@gmail.com

News

Students get politically involved during Lobby Day
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer

A

SEWU and EWU students came together in Olympia, Washington, on Feb. 10-11 to meet legislators
and advocate for the needs of the university.
Around 30 to 40 students, aside from ASEWU, participated in Lobby Day 2016.
ASEWU Legislative Affairs Representative Carlos
Hernandez said ASEWU recognizes the importance of
Lobby Day and making sure students are doing their civic
duty by lobbying for the things they are passionate about,
such as college affordability and other pieces of legislation
that pertain to them.
A few students were not able to ride with the group and
instead drove themselves up to Olympia. However, that did
not stop ASEWU from making sure they were involved.
Hernandez said ASEWU made sure to incorporate those
students who were not able to ride with them and make sure
they were caught up and understood what was happening
prior to the event.
The group focused on four issues. The first was the $1.3
million backfill needed for the new science building. “We
had a really positive presence for the science building,”
Hernandez said.
Lobby Day attendee and graduate student Chantilly
Higbee said, “When I heard through the grapevine that
the university was trying to secure funding for a new
[science] building, I wanted to represent my fellow students and the faculty who have invested in and supported
me. Lobby Day was advertised as a way that I could
accomplish this and more.”
The group wanted to show legislators that a new
science facility is necessary in order to compete with other
universities in the area. Hernandez stressed the importance
of making sure students do not choose to attend other
universities, such as WSU, when EWU can afford the same
amenities. “That was really successful,” he said.
“Our science building is in dire need of replacement,”
said Higbee. “During rain events, water basically pours
from the ceiling, which endangers our students and faculty.
Imagine this happening in the same areas where reactive
chemicals are stored, or where experiments are taking place,
or onto computers.”
Higbee also said the building floods regularly and
cannot support the volume of classes offered by the
departments within it. “We don’t just need a new building, we need a bigger building that can support the record
numbers of incoming students,” she said.
EWU senior and Lobby Day attendee Kayla Emineth
said, “We explained our urgency for this new building by
providing testimonies from current undergraduate and
graduate students who use the building frequently, pictures
and even a petition with over 700 signatures and comments
from our students.”
Another focus on the agenda under Wellbeing and
Diversity pertained to students with disabilities. This
bill was passed and allows students who are disabled to
have their information sent to the university they will be

Elizabeth Shimamoto, Kyle Dodson and Jorge Garcia discuss at a meeting during Lobby Day | Contributed by Samantha Meyers

The Washington State Senate in session during Lobby Day in Olympia | Contributed by Samantha Meyers
attending so they do not have to go back to their doctor in
order to get the information.
Open education resources were another focus. “We
tried our hardest to fight for the open education resources — making things more available online rather
than physical textbooks. Hopefully that resonated with
legislators,” Hernandez said. However, this is difficult due
to the large amount of people involved, such as the book
companies themselves.
Finally, Services and Activities decoupling was the fourth
major focus on the agenda. Hernandez said if tuition is raised,
the institution could actually have the ability to raise Services and
Activities (S&A) fees. “We want to decouple those so they cannot
raise the S&As,” Hernandez said. He said in reality tuition could
significantly decrease, but the institution can raise S&A fees,
which ASEWU wants to keep from happening.
One of the goals for ASEWU this year was to focus more
on the educational background of Lobby Day and make sure
students knew what they were talking about and were well-informed. Upon arriving in Olympia on Thursday, the legislative
liaison came and spoke to the group and covered what they
would be doing and fighting for at the event the following day.

The next morning there was also a PowerPoint presenting how legislation and lobbying works. Participants then
got into groups and discussed how they would represent
themselves to legislators.
Hernandez said he feels this is something students can take
away from the experience and use in the future. Not only how to
present themselves to legislators, but to different business people
or in interviews altogether. “This is basically like an interview
with the legislator, telling them your story and why he or she
should pick you, or go with what you’re saying, so I think it’s a
great opportunity for any student [to attend],” Hernandez said.
Students are highly encouraged to participate in Lobby
Day. “If [students] are wanting to experience a high caliber
environment of professionalism, I would recommend them
to go,” said Hernandez. “Really, what we did is advocate
for ourselves as students, we also did university [stuff], but
mainly we are advocating for ourselves.”
After the event, a student told Hernandez she never thought
she would enjoy advocating for herself as much as she did that
day. “I think that that’s a real testament to what we’re trying to

Lobby Day continued on next page...
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News
Lobby Day continued
from page 5
provide for students here at
Eastern,” Hernandez said.
One student brought his
résumé along. Hernandez said
they are not only there for
Eastern, but also for students
themselves. He said if students
are prepared and think they
might like to do something
pertaining to legislation in the
future, ASEWU will not stop
them from networking. “Really
having the students come to that
realization that they can make
a difference by their actions
and their words is one of our
main reasons why we do this
trip and promote it to students,”
Hernandez said.
“The event was a great way to
network. I met some amazing students that I look forward to working
with in the future,” Higbee said
and encouraged interested students
to reach out to EWU Legislative
Liaison Anna Schilter. “She works
hard to help Eastern students voice
their opinions and concerns to our
legislature. We are lucky to have her,”
Higbee said.
Hernandez encourages students
to get involved with Lobby Day as
well. “If a student feels that little fire
inside of them to advocate for themselves, then I would recommend
them to go,” Hernandez said.
“I learned so much from
Lobby Day 2016,” said Emineth.
“I learned about how important
it really is to speak with our local
legislators about the issues that we
face. In my opinion, learning that
our voice matters was the greatest
benefit from our trip to Olympia.”
“It was an unforgettable experience,” said Higbee.
Hernandez is hopeful
that in the future people will
train those who are not well
educated on legislation prior
to attending. However, he said
even if students are somewhat
uneducated, as long as they have
an eagerness to learn, that is all
ASEWU is looking for.
“It really opens a door just
to create an environment that
students can really thrive in what
they want to do,” Hernandez said.

Inspire Awesome campaign gives back
By Erin Rebar | contributing writer

I

nspire Awesome is more than just a
scholarship campaign. “Inspire Awesome
is a call to action for our faculty, staff and
alumni that through your gift, through your
support of our students, you are inspiring
awesome,” Executive Director of the EWU
Foundation, Mike Westfall said.
Inspire Awesome’s main purpose is to
raise funds for student scholarships. The
campaign is doing this by encouraging EWU
faculty, staff and alumni, as well as the
community as a whole, to make giving back
one of their top priorities.
The Inspire Awesome campaign began May 1,
2015, and is expected to continue for the next few
years. Currently, the goal of the campaign is to
raise a total of $5 million over the course of three
years. “It was the president’s idea,” said Westfall.
“We’ve always fundraised for scholarships, but
she wanted to make a strong push.”
This campaign is different from those of
the past because, this year, it is highly focused, according to EWU President Mary Cullinan. “The
fact that the campaign was given a name really
helps,” said Cullinan. “It made it a priority.”
According to the EWU website, faculty and
staff have made a total of 1,466 gifts and alumni
have contributed 3,369 gifts so far. Altogether,
over 6,000 donations have been made since the
start of the campaign.
“We’ve raised $1.2 million since May 1. It’s
been really exciting,” said Cullinan. “I put my
$50,000 down as a matching gift so that faculty
and staff would match that and they stepped up
right away, so we had $100,000 there. And then
the EWU Foundation put in another $25,000 as
matching and faculty and staff stepped up and
matched that right away. That was huge.”
When a donation is made, the money goes
into the EWU Foundation, said Cullinan.
“Some people give to athletics, some people give
to the library, some people give to the Dean of
Business. [The Foundation] keeps track of all
that and makes sure the money goes to the destinations that people wanted them to go to. It
may well be that someone in Engineering says,
‘I want to give an Engineering scholarship.’ So
it’s marked that way,” she said.
According to Westfall, the next phase of the
campaign will focus on asking alumni to “Inspire
Awesome in our students.”
The campaign has yet to experience any setbacks, Westfall said, knocking his knuckles twice
on the wooden desk in front of him. “It’s going
very, very well. The faculty and staff response
has been absolutely fantastic and that really says

6 THE EASTERNER February 24, 2016

EWU President Mary Cullinan began the Inspire Awesome campaign in May 2015 | Photo by Karissa Berg

The Inspire Awesome campaign
Goal:

To raise $5 million over
3 years

Current amount
raised:

Where does the
money go?
The money goes toward the
EWU Foundation to raise
money for scholarships.

$1.2 million | 6,000 donations

a lot about our community.” Westfall said he is
optimistic about the future of the campaign. “Our
long-term goal is to raise $5 million,” he said.
“Our short-term goal is to exceed that.”
As for Cullinan, she said she feels passionately
about the campaign’s potential. “Really, what I
want to see is a culture of giving on campus,”
said Cullinan. “I believe that a huge way to get

students graduated is to have more scholarships
available. We want to make it possible for anyone
who is qualified to be able to come to Eastern. We
have so many students who are eligible for Pell
and are the first in their family to go to college.
There is just a lot of financial need. I meet a ton of
people who wouldn’t be able to be here unless they
had financial aid.”

Eagle Life
William “Red” Reese continues
educating EWU students
By Erin Rebar | contributing writer

A

live view of a new Wikipedia page on William “Red” Reese — the man Reese Court was named
after — is projected on a screen just inside of the JFK Library’s entrance. Notebooks, printed
copies of old articles, yearbooks and other resources are scattered across tabletops. University
laptops create a line of black down the center of plastic folding tables. A microfilm machine sits in the
corner, waiting for a pair of student hands to turn its knobs in search of black-flecked articles from an
age long past. To the left, a colorful assortment of Valentine treats sit, ready to be consumed.
Last week, EWU’s JFK Library held its first-ever Wikipedia event, aimed at helping students
learn more about where information comes from, as well as about the history of Eastern Washington
University. “The focus of this event is a person named William Reese — Red Reese,” James
Rosenzweig, EWU education librarian and the man in charge of the All Red Event, said.
“There wasn’t a biography of him anywhere online, and before this morning, there was
no Wikipedia article about him,” said Rosenzweig. “When we realized there were no
articles at all, we thought, ‘Well, let’s talk about him.’ He had a pretty significant
career here.”
When students walked in to participate in the All Red Event, they were first
prompted to sign in at the front and then directed to a laptop and a stack of
materials. “We say, take this source, look at it, see what it says about Reese,
and then have a look at the article and see where in the article you think that
should go,” said Rosenzweig. “Then it’s a matter of clicking the edit button,
typing in some information, putting in a citation. We’re helping students
learn how to actually put links and things into Wikipedia.”
The All Red Event was designed for hands-on learning. “We wanted to
bring out books from the library, materials from the archives, newspaper
articles and things like that, and then have students, faculty, and staff —
whoever wanted to — come by and help us write,” said Rosenzweig.
EWU sophomore Dillon Hadaway participated in the event, adding
information about Reese’s time coaching while in the military. According to
Wikipedia, “During his military career, Reese coached the Second Air Force
Superbomber football team to 20 victories and one tie out of 23 games played
during the 1942 and 1943 seasons.”
For Hadaway, partaking in the All Red Event was a brand-new experience.
“I’ve used Wikipedia plenty of times,” said Hadaway. “You just think, oh
‘Wikipedia is there, it has tons of information,’ but you never think about how
it gets there. Being a part of actually adding something new that’s never been on
Wikipedia before [was] really interesting. I learned how information is archived
and shared between people. I definitely have a different perspective on how all of
that works.”
Hadaway’s experience sums up what the coordinators of the event were hoping
for. “Not many people think about where Wikipedia information comes from,” said
Rosenzweig. “That’s one of the goals for the event, to help people think about where
information comes from online.”
Altogether, approximately 12 students participated in the event. Despite a rather
low turnout, Rosenzweig said he hopes this event can be the first of an annual series.
“This is the first time we’ve tried this here at Eastern,” said Rosenzweig. “We’re
excited about it.”

Contributed by EWU Library archives
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Eagle Life

Dining Out event unifies ROTC
By Kristi Lucchetta | staff writer

Lieutenant Colonel Westfield saluting the graduating ROTC class
|Photo by Melanie Flint

Richmond Landoe filling up his glass to take a drink of this year’s grog as the attendees watch | Photo by Melanie Flint

F

rom formal handshakes to jokes being passed back
and forth, the Army Reserve Officer Training
Corps (ROTC) program organized a Dining Out
event where cadets and guests dressed in their best.
“A Dining Out is a formal military event, much like a
Military Ball,” said cadet Miranda Munsell, who organized
the event. “The Dining Out is a little more glamorous.”
The event took place on Feb. 20 at The Spokane Club
and was open to all EWU ROTC alumni and students,
as well as their guests.
As the night began, ROTC member and EWU junior
Antonio Montez played the piano as everyone started to
fill the downstairs area of the hotel.
“This event is a big deal for our program,” said EWU
senior Michael Hantho. “Even though it is formal it is
meant to be light-hearted.”
Hantho, who holds an advisory position for the
ROTC program, helped write the script for the evening.
The president, EWU senior Brian Trabun, and the vice
president, EWU senior Zane Kennedy, ran the event
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MS III Class picture:
(Back row) Antonio Montez, Richmond Landoe, Koby Binks, Cody Kelsey,
Westley Martin, Zachary Turcott
(Front row) Alex Landoe, Violet Falealili, Beanca Thai, Ashley Wright, Candace
Madriaga, Carla Espanoza, Steve Ochman | Photo by Melanie Flint

while entertaining the crowd and introducing the guest
speaker Lieutenant Colonel Alan Westfield.
Westfield is a ROTC alum of EWU and is now a
professor of military science and enrollment officer for
Gonzaga University’s ROTC Bulldog Battalion.
The evening started with social hour. The cadets,
along with family and friends, filled a room with two long
tables that held army uniforms, pictures and memorabilia.
“This gives the cadets a chance to invite family and
meet with alumni,” said EWU professor of military
science Jason Pape. “We do events like this each year and
with this event we can let our hair down a little bit more.”
Every year the ROTC program has a formal event.
The annual Dining In event is only for the ROTC
members and takes place on campus, where the Dining
Out event allows members to bring significant others,
family or friends with them and is usually off campus.
Around 6 p.m the crowd was directed into the
dining room where tables were covered with white tablecloths and elegant dining ware. Napkins were folded

intricately on top of programs provided for each guest.
The students and guests all shared a toast and enjoyed
a catered dinner.
“Every year, the grog is one of the most entertaining
parts of the night,” Munsell said. If a person disobeys the
rules they must drink a cup of grog, which is a mixture of
food and drink. To prove they finished the cup they have
to flip the cup upside down over their head.
This year the grog included apple sauce, chocolate
syrup, ice cream and hot sauce. Some of the rules were
meant to be funny and others were a matter of respect.
To end the evening there was dancing in the dining
room. The formal tables and chairs were pushed to the
outside of the room to open a large area in the center for
the dancing to take place.
“This is the first time we’ve had the Dining Out
event since I’ve been in the program,” said Hantho.
“This event allows us to build camaraderie and bring us
together as a unit.”

Eagle Life

4th Annual Days of Kindness
By Kristi Lucchetta | staff writer

T

he Office of Community
Engagement at EWU
hosted the 4th Annual
Days of Kindness in remembrance of the 26 lives lost in the
Sandy Hook Elementary school
Shooting. For seven days, from
Feb. 16-22, EWU students and
faculty engaged in acts of kindness around campus.
Aunja Norland, EWU volunteer
program coordinator, was in charge
of the event for two years. She
said she encourages students to get
involved since kindness acts will
still be accepted the week after the
annual days of kindness.
Each year the goal increases. In 2013, 947 students
and faculty reached 3,181 acts
of kindness and in 2014 the
campus doubled that.
“We are hoping to get 12,000
acts of kindness done by 1,500
participants, which is roughly
eight acts of kindness per
person,” said Norland. “To show
that even in our crazy world that
there is this ray of hope and how
just a little act of kindness can
make someone’s day.”
Throughout the week Norland’s
leadership team went into Cheney
School District and planned events
based around the annual days of
kindness for students K-12.
“Days of Kindness is my
absolute favorite event that
the Office of Community
Engagement puts on, mostly
because the background of this
event is beautiful,” EWU junior
Meagan Snively said.
Snively is an Eagle Volunteer
Leader and led a group of EWU
students at Windsor Elementary.
On Feb. 19 Snively and the
students gave the teachers some
appreciation by tracing out their
hands and putting encouraging
notes on them.
“This is one of my favorite
events throughout the year,” said
Norland. “Students get so involved.”
Students can submit their act
of kindness on the 2016 Days of
Kindness OrgSync webpage.

MOVIE REVIEW

‘The Witch’ is the wrong kind
of nightmare
By Joe Matthews | staff writer

W

Angelina Degrazia holds up her balloon from the Balloon Challenge event
Photo by Melanie Flint

Days of Kindness Feb. 16-22 Events
Feb. 16 - Balloon Challenge. Students and faculty handed
out balloons attached with acts of kindness challenges. These
challenges encouraged students to perform an act of kindness
such as giving a random person a compliment or buying
someone their coffee.
Feb. 16 - TED Talk-style lecture hosted by Russell
Kolts, Ph.D, a EWU psychology professor. “The Power of
Compassion: An Afternoon with Dr. Russell Kolts” covered
Kolts’ research and findings on compassion and the importance of being kind to ourselves.
Feb. 17 - The Mobile Food Bank at Cheney High School.
The charity provided 2,000 pounds of nutritious food to
families in need, with help from Second Harvest and Cheney
High School.
Feb. 18 - The second annual Conversation Couch in
the PUB Piano Lounge. The event welcomed students to
come with a friend to sit on a couch while choosing topics to
discuss by spinning a wheel.
Feb.19 - Bags to Mats in Dressler Hall. Students and
faculty brought their plastic bags to designated collection
spots, which were then brought to Dressler Hall to be made
into sleeping mats for the homeless.

ith few good horror movies to hit the big
screen so far this year, “The Witch” was quite
promising. Unfortunately, instead of treating
us with what could have been a terrifying tale of the first
signs of religious paranoia, the film turned into a boring
church service in which one finds themselves looking at
their watch to see how much longer the drudgery will last.
Set in New England in 1630, the film began with William, played by
Ralph Ineson, and his family consisting of his wife and five children being
banished from their small village for blasphemy. Believing himself to be a
true Christian, William sees this as an opportunity to start their lives over.
Leaving the village, the family builds its home and barn right on the edge of
a massive forest.
Soon after the family settles in, the eldest child Thomasin, played by
Anya Taylor-Joy, has her baby brother Sam taken from her. This was when
the drama amongst the family really began. Their mother Katherine, played
by Katie Dickie, seems to loathe Thomasin more and more as the days pass,
blaming her for the loss of Sam.
The second-oldest child Caleb, played by Harvey Scrimshaw, starts to
take notice of Thomasin’s changing body and is concerned with sinning. And
the two young twins, Mercy and Jonas, played by Ellie Grainger and Lucas
Dawson, begin to play creepy games seemingly just to infuriate Thomasin.
As the days go on, the twins start to accuse Thomasin of being a witch, and
when Caleb goes missing and she is the one to find him naked and apparently
cursed, the rest of the family begins to turn on her as well. Desperately trying
to prove her innocence, Thomasin uses the odd relationship the twins have
with a black goat on the farm as leverage when she accuses them of being
witches too. Soon the family is plagued with paranoia; no one knows who
to trust anymore which causes more accusations, cruel punishments and
unwarranted deaths.
“The Witch” was pretty much a combination of two different stories: “The
Crucible” and “The Shining.” It took crazed religious paranoia and complete
isolation and tried miserably to mix them.
With the Salem Witch Trials a few decades later, the combination could
have been the perfect setup for the mass hysteria that would ensue due to the
many accusations of witchcraft in the coming years. But the movie was unable
to bring the true terror of those days to the screen.
The story seemed to drag on with very little happening. Though there were
a couple of very suspenseful moments, they were too far separated to have a
major impact on the overall scariness of the movie. At one point, an exorcism
seemed like it might be underway, but the climactic scene ended with very little
accomplished and the audience wondering what the point was.
Though the script was terrible, there were still some high points
to the film. The costume design and cinematography were awesome
and the acting from Taylor-Joy was superb. Having to play a very
big role for her age, she showed great promise and definitely made a
name for herself as an upcoming star.
“The Witch” overall was not what one would consider a horror movie.
Supposedly a folk tale straight from the original New England settlers, the
actual story was decent, but the film itself was very dull. With the era in
which the movie takes place already providing a frightening piece of American
history, “The Witch” had the chance to be a good movie. But with few scares,
a poor script and a god-awful ending, it turned into a nightmare — and not the
kind worth paying for.
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Study Abroad Resource Center
helps students
By Brad Brown | contributing writer

S

Aside from the financial reasons, another factor
tudents looking to study abroad have a world
that seems to limit involvement is the choice of
of options, but deciding where to go and how
major. Anderson said some of the most common
to get there can seem like a difficult task. The
majors to study abroad are social studies, humanities,
first destination students can look to weigh their
international relations and business majors, even
overseas options is no further than Hargreaves Hall.
though programs are offered for all majors.
Uncertainties of cost, program selection and
“We’ve been trying to get other majors involved
the fear of traveling can be enough to hamper any
as well,” Anderson said.
thoughts of wanting to study abroad. Before her
Reckord said she believes students of all majors
study abroad experience in Cape Town, South Africa,
would find it beneficial to study abroad. “My friends in
EWU senior Lesley Reckord said she did not know
Cape Town did internships with architecture compaanything about the process until talking to a study
nies, local schools, law offices, financial
abroad adviser. “She explained how everything would
institutions, nonprofit organizations and
work, the process was quite easy,”
public health organizations,”
Reckord said.
Reckord said.
Courtney Anderson, study abroad
The experiences
assistant, said students often come in
acquired through studying
wanting to study abroad, but have
abroad are not only rea limited understanding of
served for memories, photo
how to pay for it and what
albums and a few credits.
program to choose.
“Oftentimes students
Most financial
come back with a lot of
aid is applicable to
experiences that students
study abroad. Federal
who haven’t studied
Pell Grants, State Need
abroad wouldn’t have
Grants, the Stafford
and that sets them
loans, the Perkins Loan
apart when looking
and the Parent-Plus loan
to apply for jobs,”
can all be applied to, if
Anderson said.
not cover the entire cost
“The new experiencof, studying abroad.
es, the new outlook on life,
Scholarships from
they are worth all the fuss
outside sources can also be
and trouble,” said Wright.
utilized to help with the cost
“If you devote yourself to
of studying out of the country.
trying new things, you will benefit
The most common study abroad
Illustration by Heidi Wachtel
from the experience.”
scholarship EWU students apply for is the
The programs offered are wide-ranging and the
Benjamin Gilman Scholarship provided by the U.S.
experiences are one of the unique perks of being a
Department of State. The Gilman is a
college student. Two of the more popular destinations
financial need-based scholarship, with certain
at EWU are the faculty-led programs that explore
eligibility requirements.
Spain and Costa Rica.
Working to make studying abroad more accesAside from faculty-led programs, students can
sible to EWU students, study abroad adviser Elena
explore direct enrollment options with other universiAxton created a Gilman Scholarship Prep Program
ties that Eastern has a relationship with. Independent
in the spring of 2012. “In the last four years, there
third party organizations are also provided, offering
have been 24 Eastern students awarded the Gilman
a wide selection of destinations, although they are
Scholarship for a combined total in funding of almost
typically more expensive.
$100,000,” Axton said.
More information about study abroad programs
EWU junior Robert Wright spent last spring in
can be found by accessing the Study Abroad
Chengdu, China, and said he thinks studying abroad
Resource Center in Hargreaves Hall or by going
is much more accessible than what some students
onto the EWU Global website. The next Study
think. “Studying abroad can actually be cheaper than
Abroad Fair is on April 13 in the University
spending a quarter here, but it takes a lot of will to
Recreation Center.
step on the plane and leave the country,” Wright said.

Eagle Life

March looking good for games
By Chris Mudd | staff writer

Check in here.

Skip here.

Illustration by Linlin Xing

W

ith midterms at a close
and the stress levels of college life reaching a critical
height, it is important to unwind with
a good ol’ video game, and March is
looking to be an excellent month to be
plugged in.
One of the most exciting releases
in March isn’t technically a new
game, but it is nonetheless well
worth buying. Nintendo saw the
economic light after releasing “The
Legend of Zelda: The Wind Waker
HD” several years ago and has since
moved on to release an upgraded
version of the next game in the
franchise, “The Legend of Zelda:
Twilight Princess HD.”
“Twilight Princess” took on
the mantle of the “Zelda” franchise
at a time when the identity of the
games was in question. While still
an excellent game, many longtime
“Zelda” fans were put off initially
by the cel-shaded art direction of
“Wind Waker.”
Those fears were quickly pushed
aside as “Twilight Princess” erupted
onto the scene. It is one of the darkest
of the Zelda games, both graphically
and thematically. Anyone who missed
the game when it came out the first
time should do themselves a favor and
pick up the remake.
Nintendo is bringing yet another
flagship franchise into 2016 with a
bang. After re-releasing the original

“Pokemon” for the 3DS in February,
March sees the release of “Pokken
Tournament.” The game discards
the turn-based combat style the
“Pokemon” franchise is known for,
electing instead to embrace the genre
of an arcade fighter.
Imagine “Street Fighter,” but
instead of fighting as a bunch of
ripped bros, players fight Mewtwo.
I can’t think of a more fascinating
premise for a new fighter, and it’s
about time Nintendo acknowledges
the market value of the “Pokemon”
fighting game.
For those of us who don’t enjoy
the classic game series, Electronic
Arts is finally releasing the
long-awaited game “The Division.”
In a post-apocalyptic New York
City, the player controls a lone
scrounger who scours the environment for loot. In the wide open,
frozen landscapes, players compete
or work together to collect weapons,
armor and various trinkets.
It’s a violent player vs. player
experience where anyone the player
encounters can betray them at any
moment, and likely will. Having
played the Beta for several weekends
now, “The Division” firmly planted
itself as one of my most anticipated
games of March.
All in all, March is looking to
provide some healthy distractions from
real-world priorities.

Make your urgent care wait
as short as possible.
Reserve your spot now.
When you need urgent care, view wait times at our six locations and check in
online. Just answer a few easy questions, pick a time that works for you, and
we’ll save your spot. We can even send you a text when it’s time to show up.

Visit RockwoodClinic.com/UrgentCare to check in and
skip the wait.

If your symptoms worsen or you believe you are experiencing an emergency, please call 911 or go to the nearest Emergency Department as soon as possible.
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Collegiate eSports need support
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-We reserve the right not to
publish letters; furthermore,
all letters are subject to editing for adherence to Associated Press style.
-Letters must be received no
later than Monday at 10
a.m. in order to be considered
for publication the following
Wednesday.
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to a specific article, please
list the title and date of the
article.
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community to submit letters
and opinion pieces that
conform to the requirements
listed above.
Opinion articles and letters
to the editor do not necessarily
reflect the views and opinions
of The Easterner, its staff
members or Eastern Washinvgton University.

By Jordan Perry | contributing writer
ow long will it take for
people to see that playing a game for money is
the same whether it is a physical
sport or a video game?
It seems that every time I
mention eSports or professional
gaming I get a sideways look or a
scoff from passersby. Yet eSports
tournaments are pulling in big-name
sponsors such as Coca-Cola and are
featured on ESPN — and prize pools
for international eSports events are
worth millions of dollars.
ESPN even has a page on its
website solely dedicated to eSports.
So why is there such a huge cultural
barrier to the legitimacy of it?
I’m going to say right now that
the only difference between playing
a video game professionally and
playing a sport professionally is the
physicality of it. What both activities
have is a group of players attempting
to accomplish a predetermined goal
within a set of rules against another
group of competitors.
Both require strategy, skill
and practice. The fact that some
people think it’s silly to get paid
to press buttons is ludicrous to
me. Especially when I see the
same people watching teams make
millions of dollars to throw a ball.
If both are reduced to their
basest forms, it shows people
make a living doing things society
considers leisure activities and it
does seem silly. So why is one more
accepted than the other?
The place I really want to see
the legitimacy acknowledged is
collegiate eSports. Where are our
EWU eSports teams? Because if
we had any, they could be competing for hundreds of thousands of
dollars in prizes that only college
students are eligible for.
Blizzard Entertainment, which
makes the StarCraft series and
“Heroes of the Storm,” and Riot
Games, the maker of “League of
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Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
Legends,” realized it has platforms
that, for the foreseeable future,
people want to play and watch at a
professional level.
So the company puts money
into improving its player base by
investing in collegiate eSports
and providing a future for the
competitive scene.
Blizzard hosts tournaments
through TeSPA for “StarCraft II:
Wings of Liberty” and “Heroes of
the Storm” that pay out hundreds
of thousands of dollars to college
teams. The upcoming “Heroes of the
Dorm” tournament will feature over
$500,000 in scholarships and prizes
that teams of eligible college students
will be competing for.
Riot Games sponsors the
University League of Legends
program, where collegiate
“League of Legends” clubs from
around the country compete
in weekly matches in order to
qualify for playoffs in March.
So if there is support from
the companies, what we need
now is involvement from the
players and community, and help
from the schools.
What I want to see is support at
the university level. Official teams
with tryouts and coaching that
provide support, encouragement and

training to students that could lead
to a career after school.
EWU senior Lynden Rothfork
said he would like eSports to be an
official program as well. “I believe it
would be a great initiative by EWU
to incorporate collegiate eSports in
their program,” said Rothfork. “This
would not only benefit Eastern as
being one of the forefront universities when developing eSport athletes,
but could benefit students to
receiving better electronic equipment
and electronic equipment support.”
College students are limited in
their ability to participate in eSports
because of the time commitment
required. Not only is there the need
to practice, teams must also keep
up with the current strategies and
outside information, or metagame.
EWU senior Bryan Smith said
he has seen college students not
approaching eSports at a professional
level because of the complications
presented by school. “I feel like
the college setting creates a sort of
barrier in that student ‘eThletes’
have decided to go to school in order
to follow another profession and as
such don’t make the decision to jump
to the eSports career. It’s even riskier
than switching majors,” Smith said.
With official support and
encouragement college players could

perhaps feel safer in their pursuit of
a professional gaming career. If not
to become full time eSports players,
at least to have a shot at it and the
experience of playing at a higher
competitive level.
Student involvement is key to
the implementation of collegiate
eSports. We as students need to
express a desire to the university
that we want to see college-sponsored teams. We need to speak
up and say we want to participate as a community to watch
our teams play.
While attending EWU, alum
Christian Ramirez said he would
have liked the opportunity to play
competitively within school and
feels the structure may benefit
students. “It opens up a great path
through hard work and forming
good habits such as training and
so on,” he said. “I am personally
bummed that Eastern doesn’t
offer anything in the sort that can
be pursued such as ‘League of
Legends’ or ‘Heroes of the Storm.’”
The player base is here; the
viewers are here; the money is
here. All EWU eSports need is a
lot of involvement and investment,
and next year we could watch a
team of EWU students become
eSports champions.

Opinion

Justice Scalia’s death leads to controversy
By Joe Matthews | staff writer

S

upreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia
died in his bed while staying at his
ranch in Shafter, Texas, on Feb. 13. With
30 years on the court under his belt, it is sad
that many people are only concerned with his
controversially-rumored murder and how they
can prevent President Barack Obama from
nominating Scalia’s successor.
Now, Scalia’s death will obviously have an
effect on everyone one way or another. Since
Obama is able to nominate the next justice,
republicans are having fits and democrats are
celebrating. Not wanting to see the Supreme
Court divided 5-4, leaning democratic, some
republicans are already saying they will throw
out whatever nomination Obama puts forth.
“President Obama insists that he
will nominate someone for the court.
He certainly has the authority to do
so,” said Republican Sen. Pat Toomey of
Pennsylvania. “But let’s be clear — his
nominee will be rejected by the senate.”

Not only are they saying they will
decline whoever he nominates, some are
saying Obama shouldn’t be given the right to
nominate someone at all.
“The American people should have a
voice in the selection of their next Supreme
Court Justice,” said Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell in a statement.
“Therefore, this vacancy should not be filled
until we have a new president.”
This is absurd. Though Obama is in his
final year of being president, he should still be
allowed to nominate a justice. In fact, it is his
constitutional duty to do so. I’m not opposed to
having a say in the matter, however, I’ve never
really had a voice in picking justices so why
should this time be any different?
I get that McConnell isn’t saying we should
actually vote on the justice, but in a way he
kind of is. Waiting until the next president is
able to nominate a justice means the justice will
most likely be of the same political views of that

president. So really, when we vote in a president
we would be voting in a justice simultaneously.
Not only have people spoken out against
the president’s rights, some made suggestions
that Scalia might have been murdered.
Allegedly the ranch owner, John Poindexter,
who found Scalia dead told police there was
a pillow over Scalia’s head. Like he always
seems to do, presidential candidate Donald
Trump added fuel to the fire with his comments saying, “They said they found a pillow
on his face, which is a pretty unusual place to
find a pillow.”
This, however, was untrue and
Poindexter did clear things up when later
he said that the pillow was found against the
headboard, not “over his face.”
So a week after an incredible man dies,
all some can think about is a false rumor
and how to prevent the constitution from
doing its job. In a country that has turned
politics into entertainment, I shouldn’t be

Justice Antonin Scalia | Contributed by the Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States
surprised at how people can turn anything
into an argument. But when it comes to
respecting someone who died, and denying
our president his constitutional right, this
may have gone a little too far.
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Police Beat
By Claire Simpson | art director

February 16, 1:35 a.m.
Theft

A student reported her iPod was lost while in Tawanka Hall,
but it was later found by a university employee in Monroe
Hall and returned to her.

February 18, 12:14 a.m.
Domestic Dispute

Police arrived in Dryden Hall when a couple was overheard
arguing. Bystanders reported hearing yelling, crying and
a loud thump. The couple explained they were having a
personal argument and it had not involved physical violence.
Nothing in the room was damaged except for a book that
was thrown on the floor. Both were referred to Student
Rights and Responsibility.

February 19, 12:09 a.m.
Simple Assault

A student was walking from Dryden Hall to her dorm in
Dressler Hall when someone grabbed her by the arm while
she was going down the steps in front of the URC, leaving a
bruise. She was intoxicated at the time, so her memories of
the event are vague. The investigation is still ongoing.

The assailant is described as a white male,
about 6 feet tall, with dark hair and bangs.
Please call 509-359-4268 if you have any
information.

February 19, 7:43 p.m.
Marijuana

A resident in Dryden Hall refused to let officers in her
dorm after CAs reported the smell of marijuana outside. She
claimed the odor came from her brewing tea. Nevertheless,
she was referred to Student Rights and Responsibility.

February 19, 3:25 p.m.

Destruction of Property

The owner of a Ford pickup truck reported that the antenna
had been bent back the day before while parked in P16.
There are no leads or suspects.

February 20, 1:49 a.m.
Alcohol

Police responded to a call from CAs in snyamncut Hall
concerning an overly intoxicated resident. With bloodshot
eyes and slurred speech, she registered a BAC of .118 and
was cited with a minor in possession.
Illustration by Heidi Wachtel
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Sports

Men and women’s tennis keeps rolling
By Brandon Cline | sports editor

Men’s tennis beats Vikings, stays undefeated in Big Sky play

T

he men’s tennis team keeps on winning,
handling the Portland State Vikings, 6-1,
on Feb. 20 at home, improving to 3-0 in
conference play.
The Eagles captured the doubles point after
winning two of the three sets, which included
a set win from the pairing of junior Robert
Dula and freshman Victor Pereira, 6-3, over the
Vikings’ first doubles team.
The two took care of business in their singles
matches as well, with Dula defeating the previously undefeated Nathan Boniel in three tight
sets, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5. The reigning Big Sky Player
of the Week improved to 8-0 in singles matches,
all coming in the first singles position.
Like Dula, Pereira also won his second singles
match in three sets, bouncing back after dropping

the first set to win, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4. “Victor played
the best he has played all year, and I think this
will propel him into other areas of his game,” head
coach Steve Clark said.
Senior Eduardo Bringold and redshirt junior
Rendell Burghart also won their singles matches
in three sets, with Burghart coming back from
a set down to win, 4-6, 6-2, 1-0 (4). For the
Alaskan native, it is Burghart’s third straight
win in the sixth singles position after taking
over for junior Luke Ness.
The Eagles travel to Dallas, Texas, on Feb.
26 to play four matches in three days against
non-conference opponents, including the
Southern Methodist Mustangs and the George
Washington Colonials on Feb. 27.

Women’s tennis goes 2-O on weekend, have won 7 of their last 8

A

nother week, another
handful of wins collected by the women’s
tennis team who defeated the
North Dakota Fighting Hawks
and the Northern Colorado
Bears to improve to 3-0 in Big
Sky play.
The Eagles rolled over
the Fighting Hawks in Grand
Forks, North Dakota, on Feb.
19, winning the match, 6-1. The
Eagles won all three singles sets,
including a 7-6 (1) tiebreak win by
the team of redshirt senior Moira
Hedberg and junior Erin Blessing.
In the first singles spot,
sophomore Janaya Smith recorded a straight sets win over
North Dakota’s Lacey Sprinkel,
6-4, 6-2. Hedberg battled back
in the second singles position,
winning her match despite
dropping the opening set.
Junior Dani Young also won
her match after coming back

from a set down, while Blessing
and and freshman Faye Worrall
won their matches by identical,
6-2, 6-0, scorelines.
The Eagles faced off against
Northern Colorado two days
later on Feb. 21, winning the
doubles point in tight fashion.
Smith and Worrall edged out
the Bear’s first doubles team,
7-6 (6), while Hedberg and
Blessing won their set, 6-4, in
the second doubles position.
Hedberg and Blessing kept
up the gritty play in their
singles matches, with each
winning in three sets. Hedberg
defeated the Bears’ Beth Coton,
6-4, 3-6, 6-1, in the second
singles match, while Blessing
won the final two sets to win
the match after losing in a first
set tiebreaker.
Young also picked up her
second singles win of the road
trip, defeating Marissa Baca, 6-3,
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7-5. Smith lost a tight two-setter
in the first singles match,
losing, 5-7, 4-6, while Worrall
lost in three sets, 4-6, 6-3, 4-6.
Through 11 matches in her first
season at EWU, the England
native has an 8-3 record.
“I’m really pleased coming
out of this weekend with a sweep
on the road,” said head coach
Dustin Hinson. “Every conference match is tough, especially
on the road. Our focus going
into the weekend was to be ‘all
in” and to stay hungry from start
to finish in each match.”
The Eagles sit atop the
Big Sky with a 3-0 conference
record and take on Weber
State at home on Feb. 26 at 10
a.m., who won their only Big
Sky match, 4-3, against North
Dakota. The Eagles then host
Whitworth on Feb. 27 in a
non-conference match, which is
scheduled to start at 11 a.m.

Vuk Vuckovic rushes to the net in a match against Portland State on Feb.20
Photo by Karissa Berg

Moria Hedberg lines up a forehand in a match on Feb.13 | Photo by Karissa Berg

Sports

Eagles remain in 3rd place after
splitting pair of road games

Quarterbacks coach
hired for upcoming
football season

By Riley Baker | staff writer

By Riley Baker | staff writer

T

he Eagles played a pair of road games over the
weekend as they look to add to their six-game
winning streak and make a push in the standings over the final few games of the season. They took
on Sacramento State and Portland State and came away
1-1 to take their record to 10-5 in conference play and
16-11 overall.
On Feb. 18, EWU faced the Sacramento State Hornets
and came out fast, making 15 of its first 19 shots to take a
big lead early. Through the first half, the Eagles shot at a
65 percent mark from the field and a 53 percent mark from
the 3-point line.
The Hornets made 16 of 32 shots from the field and 29
percent of their shots from the 3-point arc.
Junior guard Sir Washington had 13 first-half points and
senior guard Austin McBroom had 12 to lead the team to a
58-40 lead at halftime.
In the second half, the Hornets came out looking to get
back in the game. They put together a 9-0 run and then a 12-2
run to cut the EWU lead to 4 with 17 seconds left to play in
the game, but the Eagles made the free throws they needed to
hold on and win the game, 93-88.
The Hornets outscored the Eagles, 48-35, in the second
half while holding them to a 38 percent shooting mark from
the field and a 27 percent mark from the arc. Sac State made
50 percent of their shots from the field and 38 percent of the
arc in the second half, but it was not enough to overcome the
Eagles’ early lead.
Six Eagles scored double-digit points in the game.
McBroom finished with 20 points and Washington finished
with a career-high 15 points.
Senior forward Venky Jois put together his 36th career
double-double with 18 points and 13 rebounds.
Sophomore forward Bogdan Bliznyuk also put up a
double-double, his sixth of the season, with 10 points
and 12 rebounds.
Junior forward Felix Von Hofe scored 17 points and junior
guard Julian Harrell finished with 11.
On Feb. 20 EWU faced off against PSU, but did not come
out as hot as they had in their last seven games. The Vikings
made 18 of their first 25 shots to a demanding 14-point lead
early in the game.
They made 69 percent of their shots from the field in the
first half and shot at a 44 percent mark from the arc. The
Eagles made 46 percent from the field and 33 percent from the
arc and were down, 54-34, at the half.
In the second half the Eagles made a charge late in
the game with a 28-16 run as they cut their deficit, but
they eventually lost, 107-91, to end EWU’s seven-game
winning streak.
“We’ll take a deep breath — we’ve won seven of
our last 8 and 10 of our last 13,” said head coach Jim
Hayford. “We have a good team and we’re a better

A

Venky Jois drives past Sacremento State defender to get a clear
shot at the basket | Photo by Melanie Flint
offensive team. This loss gets our attention and we’ll
just push through.”
Jois made 9 of his 11 shots of the night to finish with 20
points and 6 rebounds.
McBroom scored 36 and was a perfect 11-11 from the
free-throw line.
Von Hofe scored 11 and Bliznyuk had 12 points and
seven rebounds.
After the pair of road games the Eagles remain in sole
possession of third place in the Big Sky Conference. With
a record of 10-5, EWU is a half-game ahead of Idaho State
University (9-5) and one game in front of University of Idaho
(9-6). The top four seeds in the standings will have first round
byes in the conference tournament.

Whats next: The Eagles travel to Moscow, Idaho, to
take on the Vandals Feb. 27 at 1:05 p.m.

fter having a tough time finding consistency at
the quarterback position last year, head coach
Beau Baldwin announced Troy Taylor has been
hired as the new quarterbacks coach
and passing game coordinator.
“We’re excited to have Troy within
our program, and we’re excited for what
he brings,” said Baldwin. “He’s a coach
I believe can fit really well into what we
are already doing, but he can bring a lot
of new ideas and freshness to improve
Troy Taylor
upon the things we’ve previously accomplished. His teams have consistently performed at a high
level for a long time.”
Taylor spent the last three seasons as the co-head
coach at Folsom High School near Sacramento,
California, and held that position from 2002-2004.
He was an assistant coach at University of California,
Berkeley (Cal) from 1996-2000 after playing there as
quarterback from 1986-89. Taylor also worked as a radio
analyst for Cal from 2005-2011.
He finished his college career as Cal’s all-time
leader with 8,126 passing yards, a record broken this
past season by quarterback Jared Goff. After his playing
career at Cal, Taylor was drafted by the New York Jets,
where he played from 1990-1992.
As a coach at Folsom High School, Taylor led the
team to a 58-3 record while also coaching the current
University of Washington quarterback Jake Browning and
taking the team to the 2014 CIF State Division I title.
“I’m excited, ready for a new challenge, and it seems like
a unique fit,” Taylor said in an interview with the Sacramento
Bee, a local newspaper in Sacramento, California.
Baldwin said he is excited to have a new coach added to the
staff and looks forward to what Taylor’s new ideas can bring to
the team.
“When I really sat down and spent some time with
him, it took me to another level in how I thought he
would fit at Eastern Washington and what we are
doing,” said Baldwin. “We know he will truly bring some
new, fresh and innovative ideas, and make us a lot better
today than where we were yesterday.”
Taylor said he is optimistic about his new role at
EWU and is ready to get in there and get started.
“I’ve followed EWU for a while, they have a great
reputation and a great staff,” said Taylor. “I’ve had a lot
of good quarterbacks. I think working with all those
guys, the benefits from that has been being able to
create a system personal enough to have simplicity and
to be user-friendly. The expectations are day to day — I
don’t look too far ahead. Obviously there is an expectation to win but the focus is on day to day improvement.”
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Sports

Women’s basketball split at home
By Grace Pohl | staff writer

Ashli Payne opens herself to a pass | Photo by Melanie Flint

T

he Eastern women’s basketball team
had a win and a loss at home this
past week, dropping to Sacramento
State, 94-91, on a buzzer-beater winning
shot by Sacramento, and beating Portland
State University, 70-57. Eastern is now 18-9
overall and 12-3 in league play.
Redshirt senior guard Hayley
Hodgins became Eastern’s all-time
leading scorer against Portland with
1,734 points, breaking the previous
record of 1,733 points by Brenda Souther
(1983-87) that held for 29 years. She is
now ranked 9th on the all-time Big Sky
scoring leader board, only 2 points away
from WSU’s Julie Gjertsen (2001-05).
EWU trailed by as much as 13 points in
the second quarter, entering the half down,
54-49. The Eagles came out into the second
half just as slow, unable to score for the first
four minutes until Hayley Hodgins had an
and-one layup. She helped cut the 10-point
lead CSUS had to only 5 points.
With only about four minutes left in the
game, redshirt sophomore guard Bethany
Montgomery nailed a three, bringing the
scoring difference to only 1 point. The Eagles
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finally took a 4-point lead of 85-81 toward
the end of the game. However, the game still
had a ways to go.
The game was tied with less than
30 seconds left, when CSUS used their
final possession to score a devastating
three from the NBA range to make the
buzzer-beater winning shot.
Hayley Hodgins led the team in scoring
with 27 points, and had seven rebounds and
three steals. Junior forward Ashli Payne
had a double-double, scoring 13 points and
12 rebounds. Sophomore forward Delaney
Hodgins scored 12 points while junior guard
Tisha Phillips scored 11.
EWU shot 46.8 percent from the
field while CSUS scored 40.7. EWU had
a 23-turnover game with CSUS turning
it over 18 times.
“Sacramento State is a physical team,” said
head coach Wendy Schuller. “That’s what they
do, and you know that coming in. They are
good at what they do, and they make you play
faster than you’re used to and a lot more
physical than you’re used to. It’s not easy
to replicate in practice, but I thought our
team did a lot of things, especially in the

fourth quarter, to put us in a position to
win. I’m sad for them because I thought
we played hard and did everything but
defend them the way we needed to in the
last 30 seconds.”
After their loss against CSUS, the Eagles
came back to have a dominant win over
Portland State. EWU had a 16-2 run in
the third quarter that lasted for almost five
minutes. The offense scored five 3-pointers
in the third quarter alone, going into the
fourth quarter with a lead of 54-44.
In the last quarter of play, the Eagles
went on a 10-2 run, with the help of Delaney
Hodgins scoring 9 of her 14 points in the
fourth quarter alone. EWU was able to shoot
41.2 percent from the field in the second half.
Hayley Hodgins led the team in
scoring with 24 points, also racking up
six rebounds and six assists. Payne had
her second double-double in a row, and
scored 11 points and 11 rebounds for
the game. Freshman guard Violet Kapri
Morrow scored 10 points off of the bench
while also grabbing five rebounds.
The Eagles play their last home game
of the season against Idaho on Feb. 27.

Bethany Montgomery readies herself to block the
opponent’s shot| Photo by Melanie Flint

Sports

Track and field Bozeman preview
By Grace Pohl | staff writer

T

he EWU track and field team is heading to Bozeman, Montana, for the Big
Sky Indoor Track and Field Championships on Feb. 25-26. This year there are
21 qualifiers, 14 women and seven men, with 26 qualifying marks. Compared
to last year, there were 36 qualifiers for the Championships.
After her weight throw at the Husky Classic in Seattle, Washington, senior
Kaytlyn Coleman was given Big Sky Conference Athlete of the Week for the second
week in a row. This was the third time she was awarded this season. Coleman has
thrown for first place for five consecutive weeks.

EWU has seven top ten athlete rankings in the West
· Sophomore Jeremy Van Assche tied for eighth in the 60-meter.
· The men’s distance medley relay, including freshman Steaven
Zachman, junior Austin Upmeyer, junior Logan Stahl,
and junior Stephen Bottoms, ranked seventh.
· Junior Sarah Reiter ranked seventh in the 5,000-meter.
· The women’s distance medley relay, which included junior Paula Gil-		
Echevarria, sophomore Johanna Sherman, redshirt senior Katie 		
Mahoney, and Reiter, ranked fifth.
· Senior Jozie Kimes ranked eighth in the pentathlon.
· Redshirt junior Kelsie Forcier ranked sixth in weight throw.
· Coleman ranked fourth in weight throw. Coleman also ranks 33rd 		
in the nation.
“This meet in Bozeman on Friday [February 26th] will carry significant
value as it is the first of just two remaining meets before the Big Sky Indoor
Championships at the end of this month,” said head coach Stan Kerr. “Our
team has been making great strides in preparation for the indoor championships. Going head-to-head with the other three Big Sky schools will be a
first rate test of our readiness to perform at a championship level.”

Men’s Qualifiers/Records

Sophomore Jeremy VanAssche
- 60 Meters – 6.84
Freshman Jonah Mathews
- 60 Meters – 6.97
		
- *55 Meters – 6.49
Freshman Aaron Pullin
- Heptathlon – 4,965 points
Freshman Larry Still
- Pole Vault – 16-2 3/4
Senior Nick Stearns
- Pole Vault – 15-9
Redshirt Sophomore Aaron Cunningham
- Shot Put – 53-5 3/4

Women’s Qualifiers/Records

Sophomore Rebecca Tarbert
- 60 Meters – 7.63
Junior Sarah Reiter
- 3,000 Meters – 9:39.19
		
- 5,000 Meters – 16:41.75
Redshirt junior Berenice Penaloza
- 5,000 Meters – 17:04.32
Senior Mayra Chavez
- 5,000 Meters – 17:35.57
Sophomore Tierra White
- High Jump – 5-7
Senior Kaytlyn Coleman
- Weight Throw – 62-8 1/2
- Shot Put – 47-6 1/4
Redshirt junior Kelsie Forcier
- Weight Throw – 56-10 1/4
Senior Kaytlyn Coleman
- Shot Put – 47-6 1/4
Redshirt junior Anandae Clark
- Pole Vault – 12-6 1/4
Freshman Elizabeth Prouty
- Pole Vault – 12-5 1/2
Freshman Samantha Raines
- Pole Vault – 12-0 1/2
Senior Jozie Kimes
- Pentathlon – 3,499 points
*The 60 takes place at the Big Sky Championships, but competitors may also
qualify for that event by meeting qualifying standards in the 55.
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