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licIntosh Bluffs, Ale,
Apr- 28%th, 1865,
Dear Sister:

I received your letler a few days agoes I have
written two or three short leticrs home now I have rmore
1384314"03 I rust answer yours, I wrote from VYhittler on the
17th also a few lines from Namshabsh Bluffs on the £3rd,

On the 19th we left Vhistler and the 2lst errived at the.
Bluffs on ﬁhechm Bigley River, It was the wettest day we
had seen for a month, The rain came down in torrents end
e6i11 we morched merrily on. The waior was soon three or
four inches deep and in some places, two or three feet and
84113 it rained and still we marched on.

About nine o'clock in the morning, we passed
% .Vernon, ~ very pretty place where there is an arsenal
built meny years ago by our government. LAbout noon we reached
the River where we camped and still it rained but what did
we care, it was not very warm and we all felt much more com-
fortable in the rain than we had felt in the heet the dgy
before. About two ofclock it quit raining and we built large
fires and when night canme, we lay down as dry and comfortable
as if there had been no rain for a week. Ve had marched forty
or fiftf,r ndles in 4hree days and hed reeched the river where
we expected to remain a few days end we did remain there u.w.gl
the 26th we came up hers scme ten or twelve miles fabther up

the river. Yesterds

0D
&
- |
[44]
0
o5
(6]
i3
c

nt in fixing up our camp and 4rying
40 make ourselves confortabls as we expect {o remain here some

weeks, Our Division is all that is here c&’lu it is said we are

sent here %o built a Fort on theBank of the River. We are on theo

banks of the Tom Bigby rivor some sixty or seventy miles above
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I should be very well satisfied here did it not

appear 1o be almost out of the world. We have not received
a nmail for ten days, I have seen a few papers for a nonth
once in a while & Daily fron NHew Orleans from which we get
a8 kind of general idea of what is going on but we lecrn 1
none of the particulars. We merely learn that Lee has
surrendered his army but of the battles preceeding thai step,
we know little, Ve hear Johnson has surrendercd his but we

do not wyet Inov whether to believe ii or not« Ve of course are

w

in g=m? great suspense for we hope our fighting in this crusl
war is over and on the truth of these great motiers, depends
the confirmation of our hopes. But here I anm interrupted by
& deteil and must go on dulye

Evening - I sit down to £inish ny letier while on the still

air of night is borne %o my ears, msic, sweet music fron a

muber of ny company singing "Jusi before the Beitle." I always
liked that song and they are good singers and all else is still
and it sounds so well after the noisy beating of tattco and the
loud cheering of the army to-night over the good news, It reminds 5
ne {0o. of when I heard it sung when at home, I speak of the good
news to-night but it is not from the Nerth but for once we do -;
not depend on the Forth for good North for good news for we ar

officially informed to-night that Gen. "Dick® Taylor, Reble 5

Commender of this Depertment has gone 1o liobile 4o surrender
2is armys Is it not good? Surely we will scon cee an end to
this war. E I said we spent yesterday in "fixzing up". Then we

zpect to remain for some time, we spare
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you gill just give me a oell now, you will find me quite cozily
I expect my weall tent I= up now in a deay or two for as
we expect 4o remain here some time, we have sent for all our extra .

baggage. Vhen that comes, I shall have all the conforis enyone shouldﬂ



desire in the army. I think I shall be able to spend a few
weeks quite pleasan{.lyrhere should we remain bud will be guite
f:usy and so rch "'c,he bettere It is surely much better to be
busy tiz.,.r. idle, I got a letier from Lou Reed & fow days ago
but have had no opporiunity to answer if. I an very anxious
to hear from Joel esgain.

Reeding your letter placed me right in your nmidst.

could see the group of dear faces end almost fano«ed I

tofef }

could hear you t2Ei#ng and I hope before many months pass,

I will.
t is growing‘lq"e and with my affecticnate love to all
Goodnight,
Your loving brother,
Thomas,
Beliele

liey lste I closed this late the other evening, had retired and

just got 4o sleep when I was aroused by the Adjt, saiing "Reville
in the morning et half past four, perch ab siz in 1:.gH; merching

érder with two days rations.” Accordingly, a‘h siz next morning,
we were marching along. Just our Brigade marched out about
filteen niles and yesterdey roturned driving 211 the stock we
could find with us but we found ne mail here for us and it is
now two since we got one. Quill is in fine health,

Telslo
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