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amp nsar B%akely, Ale,
Mon, Apr. 10th, 65.

I have time egain to pen a fow lines to let you
Imow that I am ctill well and prosperings I wrole to Sallie on
thebthes Lest evening we received & mail again bubl not a letter
fyom home for mes Quill got a letter of liarch 17th in vhich I
learn you werc all well &t thal tince.

On the 8th we borbarded Fort Spanish heavily and
our skirmishers edvanced and co ptn_ed about two hundred prison-
ers and that night we found the Rebse. were evacuating but I
Inew noﬁhhng of it until I was waked up yeuteruay norning an
told that the forst was in our possessione I ate ny breakfast
and went over the fort and found it eoccupled by our irocops and
that'n67631y the forls bub fiften or twenty pieces of artillery
and two or three hundred prisonefs had fallen into our hands,
The works were quite strong and were made dangérous to approach
by having torpe&oes planted 2ll around them. These torpedoes
consist of large shells buricd in tho ground with a percussion
cap placed upon them in such a way that stepping upon thenm
causes then to explode thas doaling elmost instent death to
these who step on then or are near then when they explode, It
is horribly barbarous end I can thinlkk of nothing which would
be as severe to use in roialicting. Up to this time, I have
Pelt lilke dealing honcrably oven with Rebels but the last spark
of such feeling is gone. The whole army here now feel like

g
nothing could be unjust in dealing with such umscrupulous traitors.
I cannot express my feelings toward them, it is such as I have
never before fclt.

On returning to camp from visiting the Fort yes-
terday, I found the Regl. under marching orders and by noon we

-

were fn the move. 7o marched several miles and about five o'clock
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Just to our left and perheps & nmile from us, the cannonading

and musketry was very heavy following the cannomnading mingled

with cheering corntinued perhaps filteen minutes when not a %1
shot wes to be heard and the cheering was ton times mowve |
furious. This comvinced us that our forces under Gen. Stell
(which had been besigging Blakely while we wero Fort Spenish).
hzad made an assault upon the reble works and captured then.

A thousand rumors were rife in cemp but we could learn nothing
certain exceph dhat the Reb, Forts werc ours. I have been down
to the Fords to-day end think the following gbout the truth

of the matters The w orks were charged by the 2nd Div. of

cur Corps {13th) and one Dive of colored troops. The capiures

were the Forts, three or four thousand prisoners,. thiriy or

N

orty picces of ertillery and three Gun Boals. Among the
captured are said to be two Brigediers and one lzj. Gen. The
loss among our white troops was gbout five hundred killed and
wounded - very many of them by the torpedoes which are planted
thick everywhere. I have not learmed 4he loss in the colored

Div. The boys gencrally, are in pretty good health but ere

“rmch worn by the severe labors for the past three weeks as i

-

part of the tine they have been on duty night and day. Ve are

to-day bul are wxder orders to be ready 4o move at any

“ud

moment with five deys rations and perhaps will be marching

along before night. I hope not though for the men syrely necd
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to rest a day or itwo. Yesterday we heard that Richmond was
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possession of our fopce tanding we have heard it

-

itnow for I have been cxpecting
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it's fell sirce I heard Chermon had reached Goldes-

£

borro. It seoms to ne the war is coming to a speedy close, Every-

s

thing moves so prosperously. This place is said 4o be the key to



lobile end I thinlk if our fleel can nove the torpedocs
from the Bay so as {0 move up, it surely is,if not, we
nay heve yoi {o march arocund e hundred miles to get o
Vhen I returned from visiting the Forts this
morning, I learned the mail leaves at cne o'clock and
though much interrupted, I have succeeded. in socribbling
so ruch end now must closc before the meil leaves, so
, with mch lo ve o gll, Goodhy,

Thomase
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