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Fort Vence, Texas,

Feb, 8, 1864.

I received your letter of Jan. 10th & day or
two ago and was glad indeed to ge% i% for it hes boon a
ince I héard fron home but I cennol expect to
hear fromAevéry day now,

. Texas i not very very much of a paradise, b
least {;ﬁa‘a part of it we are 6n‘ This sendy pennincula has
the edvantage of never getting mﬁéy for we have ocur camp
here on a sandy foundstion, In fact we have:had 1é‘ery little
rain since we came here. Ve have another advantage here too,
that of 2 mos*ﬁ delighiful climmtes Ever Since we landed here
{with tho exception of ebout two weeks the first of the year)
has been just as pleasant as lay and very healihy.

I% was this that made me prefer 1o come here

ther $han go up the river for I lmow that while I have %o

0]

oldier, this climste is healthier for me than a cclder one
would be. A% least I Imow i an far heglthier since I cans
South than I was for a year or {wo before. My health is ex-
cellent now and I am getting along and enjoying life well

as ever end look forward with a high hope that this war will
soon cloge and I will be permitted to roturn homes I am glad
Sallie had a pleasani time in vacation. If I could only have
been there what & happy tine we would have hadi T got a letter
from here a day or two ago and am much pleased with the studées
that she is persuing and hope and believe she is improving her
tinme well, I should be very urhappy if she did not. I am glad
Lib received hor mresent for I feared it might be mis-carried.
Tie are still camped in the place from which I

last wrote and have built a fort here for our protection so

though we are camped 7 miles in front of the rest of the forces,
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we don®t fear the Rebs for we are woll preopared for then
and thoy don't come hear us exzcept occasionally o fow

deserters conc in. Sven tho robol ofiisers are doscriing
anxl coming over to uc. If our arty were co demorulised, I

~ ghould think our couso hopeless and T think thoy will soon
4 - ‘
give it up.

again, Shearer’s rboumation ic much Bdtiors The root of thoe
bora are i) well,

Odnce we came to thio camp wo hovo had nooting
ovory night and 4ho moral conditicn of the Rage ig very
ruch improved. Hove you hoord enyihing fron Aumd Rachol

7 love 40 you all axd all inguiring frionds,

Yo affectionoio oo,

Josoph & Harpgarot B,
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