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Jan. 11th. ©Since I cormenced this, I received a letter
from Rose ard one from Sallie mailed Dec, 17. It is quite
pleasant this norning,

Port Cavello, Texas.

Jan, 9, 1864,

It has been come two weeks since I wrote home
-and still longer since I heard from you. Ve are still in
-the sane canmp we occupied when I wrote to Penrose bub we
heve had a great change in the weather since then,

On the evening of Dec. 30th, there came up 2
heavy Northerner and we have had it quite cold ever since
which accounts for ny deley in writing end it has been %00
cold for me %to write in my tent without fire and I have
no stove and cammot get one here, however, I have got & ong
very well as there are two or three stoves among the officers
end I haeve made it comvenient to spend the most of my time
around them,

The boys however, have not fared so well and have
suffered a good deel with the colde. The weather is so much
colder than we expected to find here that we were not very
well prepared for it. It is unusuelly cold too for this climate,
gome nights ice has frozen half inch thick and we heve no wood
scarcely enough 4o cook our ration withe.

There are quite a number of troops camped here =
perhaps ton thousand and I think we are likely %to remain here
sometime, perhaps urdil Spring which will be here now in &
nonth or so. I cannot guess anything ebout what our next nove-
ment will be or where thero are any "Rebs® but Spring will no
doubt sce us on the move in some direction. Ve are now fortify-
ing this plece so as 4o be able 4o repel any eitack the "rebs?
may make cﬁ us, however, don't think they are likely to attack

us but it is best always to be ready for then,
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The boys who were captured at Grand Cotezu in fthe
battle of Hove. 3, have part of them been exchanged and the
rest paroled and are et How Orleans but none of them have
come up with the Regiment yet. The boys are all well and
getting along very well except James Shearer who is very
ruch troubled with the rheumstism and I fear it will hother
hin now until warm weather, :

The wind has fell and it is quite pleasant to-day,
however, it is cloudy and there is a prospect of rain after
which we may ewpect it pleasant again. I have received bub
one letter from home since the fight. Thej must got mis-
carried. Virite oftener.

With love t0 one and all, I remein,

‘ Your affectionate eson,
Thomas,.
P.S. Direct to
T.L.Evang,
Iew Orleans, La.

Lt.Co.Re 96,0.VeI. 4th Div.l3 A.C.
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