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Battle Field near Vicksburg, Misse.

June 16th, 1863,
Dear lother:

I an sitting here in my tent this afternocon with
nothing to do but write and what is more, 1 have nothing to
write but I was just thinking how anxious cur friende et
home are knowing that we are hers on the field where we are
liable to bs exposed at any momsni, yet our friends know
not who has fallen or who may fall next. I hops they will
all console themselves as we do by knowing that if we do
fall, we fall in a just cause and into the bhands of a just
God. But is it thus I write to those who I know spend rest-
less nights while I am sleeping soundly here (wgén my dutues
do not interfere then I make it up in the day time) I suppose
it is bstter thus toc look at things just as they are. ¥e know
the majority will come through safe and each one hopes that
1@ mey be one of that mumber, I with the rest, hope and feel
so but ocur hopss and feelings cannot be relied on es facts,
however, I can iruly say I have never yot seen the day in which
I regraetted for a moment that I em engaged in the cause I am in,

I feel now that the only circumstances that could
cause such regret would be an unholy compromise with the rebels -
ons that would be dictated by {raitor compromiss our liberties
and disgrace armiss and our Kation,

CYes, Peace, Pescoe, is the cry everywhere at home
and in the army but whsn a soldier draws a long breath and says
"I wish the war was over that I might go home to my family
or friends,” he don't mean what the Coppsrheads do when they
raise the cry of Peace and demand such a pesace as I have spoken
of above. No, never! Mény & time I have heard soldiers malks
the above remarks and have replied, "Yes, heartily do I wish
so too". Yet, I would not wish for us all to lay down our
arms and go homs and let the Rebs have it all their own way,

No, No, I don't mean that. They say, I only wish our work was




done that we might go home end live as we used to live.

Thus the very thing the Copperhsads ask is the
very thing the soldierslwill never bs centent with,

I wish I could tell you j ust how we are situated
hef? but I cannot farther than ¥cClernards Corps {in which
we ars) is on the left. The left of this Corps rests on
the river bslow Vicksburg while we being on ths extreme
right of this corps, are thrown around in the rear of
Vicksburg which lies directly beiween us and the river.

On our right is kcFPhersen's corps, Logan's Division of

that corps joining us on the right. On the right of
ticPherson's Corps is.Shermang, the right of which rests

on the river above so the rebels are right when thsir
pickets hollow over to ours that they are bounded all
around on the Horth by Yankees, on the E. by Yankees,

on the S. by Yankees and on the West by the Gunboats,

How this siege will close, we don't know., Ho one doubts
that we will be perfectily successful as we are progressing
still,. Moving up our cznnon, battering down their works and
digging rifle piis close to them for our protection so we
are bound to take them afier while but the question is will
they surrendsr soon pr will they keep us working here for
weeks? Will they try to cut out and thus give us a chance
to meet them Lo advantage or will there be a heavy fight

in our rear, back on ths Black River which will decide the
whole affeir? Bul we must be patient, time will decide all
thess questions all right for us.

Weo have a great deal of Ague among us still and the
duties are heavy on those who are left wsll, The few boys from

our neighborhood who are left with us are well,



#3.

Wo have been maeking out pay rolls to-day and
they say they will pay us in a few days. Perhaps we
will get it in & few days and perhaps in a few weeks
but it matters not to me.

Tom Sterling says to tell my duck he is all
right, Love to all. Goodnight,

Thomasg.
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