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A base review was conducted in early August, and the re-
port describes a healthy program here.

We expect to hire four to six new jumpers next season and
will have a GS-9 training supervisor and a GS-8 squad leader
open sometime soon after the new year.

Redding Base Report
by Bob Bente (Redding ’88)

The California smokejumpers got off to an early start with
the first refresher training beginning March 17. Rookie train-
ing followed shortly after on April 7 with 14 quality individu-
als. By May 2, 27 were on the jump list and with the addition
of the rook’s, 41 were available for fire assignments by May 9.

In mid-May, Redding set up a satellite base in San Bernar-
dino with a Sherpa. An Otter from McCall was used later in
the fall and positioned at Big Bear Lake. The crew had plenty
of opportunity to sharpen up on tree felling skills in addition
to feeding an insatiable nine-inch chipper. A cone-picking
detail was also filled to help replace the millions of trees being
lost due to consecutive years of drought in the area. While only
one fire was jumped, seven were pounded, including initial
attack action on the Grand Prix fire.

The base experienced the first of two lightning busts on July
23. Action was taken on 23 fires on eight National Forests and
one in the wine country of Napa County. The second bust,

from September 3–7, saw representation from seven different
bases on 30 fires throughout the north state, including one at
Redwood National Park.

The base recorded statistically the second best season in
recent history, while also recording a near record season for
jumps out of region.

And a few notables for the season, Dan Hernandez (RDD
’85) returned this spring from a two-year hiatus in AK. Steve
Murphy (RDD ’88) filled the operations foreman position.
And last but not in the least, Ron Omont (RDD ’78) is plan-
ning to be officially retired by press time.

Redmond Base Report
by Gary Atteberry (Redmond ’97)

Two thousand and three was another busy year here in
Redmond. We saw a great deal of project work across the coun-
try, a great fire season in our own back yard, some major per-
sonnel changes, and additions to the Redmond Air Center
facilities.

Project work started in earnest in January. Dirk Stevens
(RAC ’91), Tony Loughton (RDD ’83), Ron Rucker (RA
’76), and Mark Gibbons (RAC ’87) headed for the Francis-
Marion N.F. in South Carolina. That began our regular detail
of prescribed burning, firefighting, and project work for our
friends on the Witherbee and Wambau ranger districts.

Tri-motor load McCall 1958. Left side from back forward: Miles Johnson, Gary White, Jerry Costello, Mike Daly, Carl Rosselli. Right side back forward:
Shep Johnson, Woody Spence, John Lewis, Stan Ramsay, Richard Peterson. (Courtesy Leah Hessel)
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Redmond had jumpers rotating on the detail through April.
As the weather warmed and what snow we had melted, the

spring prescribed burning season began here at home. There
was no lack of work for the jumpers in the local area. Most
districts of neighboring forests had requests for folks to burn
throughout spring.

In early April, Gary Atteberry (RAC ’97) and Ray Rubio
(RAC ’95) both accepted promotions as GS-7 squad leaders
and began spotter training immediately. Dirk Stevens (RAC
’91) also was detailed as a squad leader, filling Renee
Lamoraeux’s (RAC ’89) position while she detailed to the Sis-
ters Ranger District as a wilderness ranger.

Also in the spring, Base Manager Dewey Warner (RAC ’75)
announced that his wife had taken a new job in Las Vegas,
Nevada. He was packing up the family and moving. Dewey
stayed with us through the fire season, but has since begun a
detail as an FMO in Las Vegas. As of December, we don’t know
if we’ll see him back.

Another loss to the Redmond base will be longtime Loft
Foreman Mike (Mick) Brick (RAC ’76). We believe he will
be leaving us some time early of 2004. All of us here will miss
Mick and his words of wisdom.

Early refresher was held in the middle of April and most
permanent jumpers attended. Promptly after refresher opera-
tions, Foreman Bill Selby (RAC ’91) organized mixed load
refresher training. Hector Madrid (MYC ’89), Ryan Swartz
(NIFC ’02), Dave Estey (NIFC ’90), and Dave Zuares (RDD
’91) joined us from Boise, and we all had a handful of jumps
out in the desert and in the timber. It was a great opportunity
to prove that jumpers can work around the politics to get the
mission done. We thank the Boise bros for visiting and wel-
come them back anytime.

Fire season began to ramp up in May, with six jumpers
helping fill out the Silver City crew. Rookie training started
late in the month. RAC trained six rookies this year; four
detailers and two new hires. Our detailers came from various
backgrounds; Eric Scholl from the Malheur rappel program,
Aman Cholas from the Sandia rappel program, Phil Bordelon
from the Winema IHC, and Jason Gibbons from the Prineville
IHC. Our two new hires—Sarah Brown and Julie
Pendleton—filled out this outstanding rookie class of 2003.

It’s worth mentioning that we have two Gibbons at the base
now, Mark (’87) and now his son Jason (’03). We would like
to have all of the ’03 class return, but because of the detailing
situations we will probably lose most to their home units.

May ended with our first fire jump of the season. On May
22, we put a load in the Wenaha Tucannon wilderness of the
Umatilla.

In June, Wally Hockman (RDD ’01) transferred to RAC
from Redding, he has proven to be a great addition to the crew.
Also in June, Cindy Champion (MSO ’99) transferred back
to MSO, and we wish her all the best. And longtime smoke-
jumper/teacher Jim Reeve (RAC ’82) announced he would not
be returning. Jim’s quick wit and ability to put a buck on any-
thing was surely missed this season.

By July, the weather pattern had not changed, and would
remain the same throughout summer. High pressure domi-
nated our region, limiting storm occurrences to below aver-

age. Lack of cloud cover and moisture normally associated with
the storms resulted in a summer-long pattern of sustained
record high temperatures and ERC’s, priming the region for
large-fire activity.

Redmond jumped only 70 fires this season for 332 jumps—
a little below our 10-year average—but it seemed like we never
stopped once we started. The Willamette N.F. benefited most
from RAC jumpers who staffed 26 of the forest’s 116 fires. We
are very proud to say we staffed 23 percent of the forest’s fires—
all in the heart of the Cascades.

Somewhere amongst all those jumps, Ron Rucker (RAC
’76) made his 500th  jump. Due to a miscalculation, however,
the party was held on his 499th. The beer was just as cold and
the bros didn’t mind a bit. Congrats, Ron.

With only 35 jumpers based at Redmond, there were 11
requests made for boosters over the summer, the first arrived
June 29, the last one departed Sept. 29. A total of 116 jump-
ers boosted Redmond from those 11 requests. Redmond
hosted jumpers from every base except Boise and Alaska.

Redmond jumpers also boosted different bases six times
throughout the summer. Bases hosting RAC jumpers were
MSO, RDD, and NCSB.

As the summer wore on, large fires in our backyard began
to grow. The B&B complex which was flown when spotted but
was not jumped due to wind, closed in on it’s total of 90+ thou-
sand acres by late August. The fire provided a plethora of as-
signments and late season projects for jumpers until the snow
became too deep for working.

In August, Ralph Sweeney (RAC ’01), Ryan Koch (RAC
’01), Justin Wood (RAC ’01), Jeff Shipley (RAC ’01), and Jon
Hernandez (RAC ’01) all accepted permanent seasonal ap-
pointments—congratulations.

In addition to fire line assignments and details, Redmond also
had jumpers in other interesting details last season. Gary
Atteberry (RAC ’97) detailed to NWCC to work with the re-
gional MAC group. Tony Sleznick (RDD ’92) spent two weeks
at Central Oregon Dispatch, and Jim Hansen (RDD ’87) spent
three weeks at NWCC, working with weather forecasters.

A fire in the Mt. Thielson Wilderness on September 26
marked the end of our 2003 jump season—a season that on
paper looked just average but in reality stayed quite busy, with
plenty of overtime for all.

There was no hesitation in changing gears from fire season
to project work, though. Within a couple of weeks, three jump-
ers were in Chicago and eight were in New York climbing trees
for APHIS, hunting down the Asian longhorned-beetle.

Back home, there was plenty of work rehabbing the large
area fires, and by late fall, drip torches were once again drag-
ging across the landscape.

By mid-December, Gibbons, Hernandez, Rubio, Shipley,
Stevens, and Atteberry had pulled the last stick from its grips
in the snow and thrown it on the burn pile, calling it quits to
another season outdoors.

Things for RAC to look forward to in the 2004 season: a
new base manager, a new loft foreman, position upgrades, the
testing of a new letdown system, regular details to South Caro-
lina and east for tree climbing, the hiring of up to six rookies,
and another safe and prosperous fire season. 


