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Camp Elmdood, Dec. Gth,1662,
Dear Brother: :

This is Tuesday evening and L¢,Cline is gone
to town and Panl is engaged with some things he just re-
ceived from home by Express. Among th§ rost is & cheese
1 shall be glad to help hinm sicre away,.

I have nothing to do but give you a 1;ttla

account cf my trip on picket from yesterday morning until
this =morning. : k

We went, 40 of us, sbout & mile end a half
from camp apast tho most beautiful residences as it wams
just in the outekirks of theztowgoration where the business
men of the town lavish thoir wealth &p their homesteads.
Eveéything seemed so quiet and retireﬁ; in fact some of the
houses were entirely deserted and sore were inhabited by
ladiss whose wen are in the rebel serviocs. Ome large new
building we usoed for & kitchen while the day was so please-
ent we had all outdoors for a aitt?ng room, At night I
posted the pickets sround so as to saks all secure and
occupied the house as & sleeping place for the reserve.
It wes moonlight as day and warm as ¥ay so wo hed a
pleasant time genmerally. I met with an old planter, the
ovnor of some 70 sleves and a farmz of 1000 acres here and
one. some 30 miles South of this in “ississippi. The most
of his slaves are away now, Sooo are gome offwith the
different Reg. and some 30 are up here in town working
on the fortifications, They run eway from the Miss. plan-
tation for fear of being rum off to the South. »

One of them was at the picket station whens
hisg metéor was there. Ths planter said they could get mo
work out of thoir slaves now they théught they were going
to be frec so they do just as they please. He remarked
someihing of his slaves having evarything thoy wanted., 1

asked him why they ghould run eway then? He ssid eimply %o




§2.

bs frec. I said that showed they walued freedem and
wore willing 4o risk much %o cbtain it. But seid he,
& nigger don't lock at freedow as we do. They look
atlit as eimply getting rid of work. Ain't that it Solomon -
rhat did you run ewsy for (speaking to his slave). Sol. said
he wanted to work for himsslf and he did not want to be sent
off scuth; His macter wanted to know what he wanted to work
for himsel® for when he got him all he wanted. Sol. said he
wanted to rest when he was sick ahyhow protesting he hed
worked for daye when he hada chill every day and could gét
no (quinnine.) The meeter protested he had sent quinnine
ard Scl. seid if so the overseer had carried it off end the
niggor could not get it and so they had it. The master then
trisd to hire Sol, to‘go home and work for him, offering
him ten dollars per month £ill this difficulty is settled
then said he. you and your work is mime ~ telling him thgt
there was no possibility of hig petting free as they are
going to seed e member 68 Congress from thig district and
telling him it was better to come home pemocably than to get
into a2 fuess with his mester, for, said he, you know you-
always got yourself licked when it comes to that. The matéer
returned home end Sol. went on his way end left me to my
osn thoughte end musings.

Thig morning just at daylight, an old slave
came along with soﬁatking in & sack. He said he had ‘walked
five miles cerrying his clothes and some "taters® and was
not going back for they whipped him too much.

Just as the relief cams this morning and we were
ready to coms back ‘o camp, & parolled prisoner of the 12

Ind, Vol., cama in from Tallehatch and {told us a company of




73.

Robel oavalry Had cemped some 2 or 3 miles out from us

80 we got 8o near the rebels if we did not get to see
them, Ve have heard nothing more of the rebols since.

I suppose they skededdled when they heard there were

ge many troops here. ¥e arrived in camp about 10 o'clock.
Yo arrived at camp well pleased with our trip if it was
on picket duty.

Thomas,
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