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Name: James W. Rosenzweig 

Relationships to EWU: faculty 

Additional information: I am our Education Librarian, and I live in south Cheney within walking distance 

of campus. My daughter goes to school at Salnave Elementary. 

I wanted to share this image to capture what now feels like a forgotten moment in the pandemic -- for 

the first few days of statewide lockdown, I had taken my daughter to this playground at her elementary 

school in Cheney, since playing outside was about the only safe thing we knew to do.  But then an order 

was issued to close playgrounds out of fear of the spread of covid-19, so this is a picture taken on March 

23 -- you can see not only the big sign, but the faint yellow caution tape that's wrapped around all of the 

playground equipment.  There was something very chilling about it -- at the time it seemed ominous but 

no one was sure yet how bad things would get.  And now, with the playgrounds having been open for 

many months (though we wear a mask and hand sanitize, etc.), this picture feels more like a dream I had 

than like a memory. 
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